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PHYSICIANS PROGRAM  
 
 
Thursday, September 11 
 
3:00 pm    Exhibit setup 
 
4:00 pm   Registration 
 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   Welcome Reception 
 
 
 
Friday, September 12  
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
    G-SCSN Executive Committee Meeting 
 
 
SESSION I:  UPDATE ON REGULATIONS, RULES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 Chaired by Sheldon Shore, MD 
 Organized by The Georgia Society of Nephrology   
 
 
8:00 am – 8:10 am  Welcome and Remembrance of James R. Lyle 
    Jerry Cooper, MD 
    Piedmont Nephrology Associates 
 
8:10 am - 9:30 am  Billing & Coding 
    Debra Lawson, CPC 
     
9:30 am – 10:15 am  Legal Update 
    Robert P. Pristave, PC/James B. Riley, Jr.  
    McGuireWoods of Chicago 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Update on The Nephrology Coverage Advocacy   
    Program 
    Robert Blaser 
    Renal Physicians Association  
 
 



 
Morning Satellite Meetings 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Medicare Update 
    Linda Upchurch, MBA, MHA 
    NxStage Medical, Inc 
     
9:00 am – 10:15 am  Pain Management (Part I) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
    United Clinical Services 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Pain Management (Part II) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
 
11:45 am   Lunch with the Experts 
    Topics TBA 
 
 
 
SESSION II:  SELECTED TOPICS IN NEPHROLOGY I 
 Chaired by Jason White, MD and Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD 
 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Managing Renal Replacement Therapy in Acute Kidney 

 Injury 
  Paul Palevsky, MD 

 University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm  No Place Like Home!  The Resurgence of Home   
    Hemodialysis 
    Michael Kraus, MD 
  Indiana University School of Medicine 
 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
 
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm  The Role of Parathyroidectomy in Chronic Kidney

 Disease 
  Colin Weber, MD and Jyotirmay Sharma, MD 
  Emory University School of Medicine  
 
3:45 pm – 4:30 pm  Successful Transitioning of the Pediatric Patient to the  
    Adult Nephrologist 
  Sandra Amaral, MD 
  Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
 



 
 
SESSION III:  TRANSPLANT ORGAN ALLOCATION POLICIES: AN UPDATE 
 Chaired by Laura Mulloy, MD 
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Current Organ Allocation Policy 
    James Wynn, MD 
    Medical College of Georgia 
    Followed by a discussion by a panel of experts 
 
 
 
SESSION IV:  INTERESTING CASE CONFERENCE 
 
4:00- 5:00 pm:   Clinicopathologic Correlation Conference   
    Clinical Discussant:  Rachel Sturdivant, MD  
    Pathologist: Sally Self, MD 
    Medical University of South Carolina  
 
 
Afternoon Satellite Meetings 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Infection Control: “Battle of the Bugs” 
  Marshall Lyon, MD, MMSc 
  Emory University School of Medicine 
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Why and How to Use the KDQOL-36
  Dori Schatell, MS 
  Medical Education Institute 
 
 
 
 
SESSION V: POSTER SESSION & RECEPTION 
   
6:00 PM – 7:30 pm  Poster Session and Reception  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Saturday, September 13
 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
SESSION VI:  INNOVATIONS IN THE TREATMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF 
CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE 
 Chaired by Stephen Pastan, MD, and Hal Franch, MD 
 
 
8:00 am - 8:45 am  ACEI/ARB etc. in Prevention of CKD Progression 
    Arlene Chapman, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine 
 
8:45 am - 9:30 am  Managing the Patient with Myocardial Dysfunction and  

Chronic Kidney Disease 
     Andrew Smith, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine  
 
9:30 am -10:00 am  Break 
 
10:00 am -10:45 am  Protein-energy Wasting: A Threat to Patients with  
    Chronic Kidney Disease 
    Hal Franch, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine   
 
10:45 am -11:45 am  The Juha P. Kokko Distinguished Lectureship 
    “Insulin Resistance and Protein-Energy Wasting”  

 William E. Mitch, M.D., FASN, FAHA
 Gordon A. Cain Professor of Medicine 
 Chief of Nephrology 
 Baylor College of Medicine 

 
Morning Satellite Meetings 
 
8:00 am – 8:45 am  Vascular Access - Preserving the Patient's Lifeline 
    Vandanna Niyyar, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine 
 
8:45 am – 9:30 am  Nutrition Assessment and Intervention in the  
  Malnourished Dialysis Patient 
  Cathi Martin, RD, CSR, LDN 
 



11:45 am   Lunch 
 
SESSION VII:  SELECTED TOPICS IN NEPHROLOGY II 
 Chaired by Robert Jansen, MD 
 
 
1:00 pm - 1:45 pm  Insulin Receptor Regulation in the Kidney:  
    Emerging Role in Fluid Balance, Blood Pressure, and  
    During Diabetes 
    Carolyn Ecelbarger, PhD 
    Georgetown University 
 
2:00 pm - 2:45 pm  Hepatorenal Syndrome 
    Warren Kupin, MD 
    University of Miami 
 
 
 
SESSION VIII:  TRANSPLANTATION WORKSHOP 
 Chaired by Laura Mulloy, MD 
 
2:00 pm - 4:30 pm  Post-transplant Complications 
  1)  Infectious Complications 
            Transplant Services 
            Piedmont Hospital 
  2)  Recurrent Disease 
            Medical University of South Carolina Transplant Center 
  3)  Metabolic Complications 
       Transplant Services 
                  Medical College of Georgia 
  4)  Complications of Immunosuppression 
               Emory Transplant Center 
 
 
 
SESSION IX:  INTERESTING CASE CONFERENCE 
 
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm:  Interesting Cases in Acid-Base Disorders   
    Pamela Fall, MD 
    Medical College of Georgia      
 

Afternoon Satellite Meetings 
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  The Quality Mandate:  Implications for Practice and  
    Pocketbook 
    Gail Wick, MHSA, BSN, RN, CNN 



 
2:00 pm – 3:00 am   Albumin and the Renal Patient 
  Barbara Hopkins 
  Georgia State University 
 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Palliative Care 
    Deanna Richardson, FNP 
    Piedmont Hospital 
 
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Pharmacotherapy of Diabetes & Hypertension in Renal  
    Disease 
    Gina Ryan, Pharm.D 
 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Combined Program Committee & NKF of GA Medical  

Advisory Board Meeting 
 
6:30 pm– 7:30 pm  Wine Tasting 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 14
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
SESSION X:  MULTIDISCIPLINARY SESSION 
 Chaired by Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD, and Marlene Currier, RN, CNN 
 
 
8:30 am - 9:30 am  Intimacy Issues in Dialysis and Transplant Patients 
    Susan Hay, Psy.D 
    Shorter College and Atlanta Psychological Services 
 
9:30 am – 10:15 am  The 2008 Presidential Election and the Future of Health 
    Care in America 
    Phaedra Corso, PhD 
    University of Georgia 
 
10:15 am – 11:00 am  The Physician as Transplant Recipient 
    James W. Reed, MD 
    Morehouse College of Medicine 
 
11:00 am   In Closing 
    Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD 



 

NURSES AND TECHNICIANS PROGRAM  
 
 
Thursday, September 11 
 
3:00 pm    Exhibit setup 
 
4:00 pm   Registration 
 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   Welcome Reception 
 
 
 
Friday, September 12
 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
SESSION I 
 
8:00 am - 9:30 am  Billing & Coding 
    Debra Lawson, CPC 
     
9:30 am – 10:15 am  Legal Update 
    Robert P. Pristave, PC/James B. Riley, Jr.  
    McGuireWoods of Chicago 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Update on The Nephrology Coverage Advocacy   
    Program 
    Robert Blaser 
    Renal Physicians Association  
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
 
SESSION II 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Medicare Update 
    Linda Upchurch, MBA, MHA 
    NxStage Medical, Inc 



9:00 am – 10:15 am  Pain Management (Part I) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
    United Clinical Services 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Pain Management (Part II) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Infection Control: “Battle of the Bugs” 
  Marshall Lyon, MD, MMSc 
  Emory University School of Medicine 
 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Why and How to Use the KDQOL-36
  Dori Schatell, MS 
  Medical Education Institute 
 
 
SESSION III 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Managing Renal Replacement Therapy in Acute Kidney 

 Injury 
  Paul Palevsky, MD 

 University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm  No Place Like Home!  The Resurgence of Home   
    Hemodialysis 
    Michael Kraus, MD 
  Indiana University School of Medicine 
 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm  The Role of Parathyroidectomy in Chronic Kidney 

 Disease 
  Colin Weber, MD and Jyotirmay Sharma, MD 
  Emory University School of Medicine  
 
3:45 pm – 4:30 pm  Successful Transitioning of the Pediatric Patient to the  
    Adult Nephrologist 
  Sandra Amaral, MD 
  Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
 



SESSION IV 
 
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Poster Session and Reception 
 
 
 
Saturday, September 13
 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
SESSION V 
 
8:00 am – 8:45 am  Vascular Access - Preserving the Patient's Lifeline 
    Vandanna Niyyar, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine 
 
8:45 am - 9:30 am  Managing the Patient with Myocardial Dysfunction and  

Chronic Kidney Disease 
     Andrew Smith, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine 
 
9:30 am -10:00 am  Break 
 
10:00 am -10:45 am  Protein-energy Wasting: A Threat to Patients with  
    Chronic Kidney Disease 
    Hal Franch, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine   
 
10:45 am -11:45 am  The Juha P. Kokko Distinguished Lectureship 
    “Insulin Resistance and Protein-Energy Wasting”  

 William E. Mitch, MD, FASN, FAHA
 Gordon A. Cain Professor of Medicine 
 Chief of Nephrology 
 Baylor College of Medicine 

 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
 
SESSION VI 
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  The Quality Mandate:  Implications for Practice and  
    Pocketbook 
    Gail Wick, MHSA, BSN, RN, CNN 



 
2:00 pm – 3:00 am   Albumin and the Renal Patient 
  Barbara Hopkins 
  Georgia State University 
 
3: 00 pm – 4:00 pm  Pharmacotherapy of Diabetes & Hypertension in Renal  

Disease 
  Gina Ryan, Pharm.D 
  Mercer University 
 
Satellite Meetings  
 
8:45 am – 9:30 am  Nutrition Assessment and Intervention in the  
    Malnourished Dialysis Patient 
    Cathi Martin, RD, CSR, LDN 
 
10:00 am – 11:45 am  What’s Mine?  What’s Yours?  Self-Awareness and  

Leadership 
    Marjorie Blum, PhD 
 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Palliative Care 
    Deanna Richardson, FNP 
    Piedmont Hospital 
 
2:00 pm - 4:30 pm  Transplantation Workshop 
    Post-transplant Complications 
  1)  Infectious Complications 
       Transplant Services 
       Piedmont Hospital 
  2)  Recurrent Disease 
            Medical University of SC Transplant Center 
  3)  Metabolic Complications 
       Transplant Services 
       Medical College of Georgia 
  4)  Complications of Immunosuppression 
        Emory Transplant Center 
 
 
 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Combined Program Committee and NKF of GA 

Medical Advisory Board Meeting 
 
6:30 pm– 7:30 pm  Wine Tasting 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sunday, September 14
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SESSION 
 Chaired by Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD, and Marlene Currier, RN, CNN 
 
 
8:30 am - 9:30 am  Intimacy Issues for Dialysis and Transplant Patients 

Susan Hay, Psy.D 
Shorter College and Atlanta Psychological Services 

 
 
9:30 am – 10:15 am  The 2008 Presidential Election and the Future of Health 
    Care in America 
    Phaedra Corso, PhD 
    University of Georgia 
 
10:15 am – 11:00 am  The Physician as Transplant Recipient 
    James W. Reed, MD 
    Morehouse College of Medicine 
 
11:00 am   In Closing 
    Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DIETICIANS PROGRAM 
 
 
Thursday, September 11 
 
3:00 pm    Exhibit setup 
 
4:00 pm   Registration 
 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   Welcome Reception 
 
 
 
Friday, September 12
 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
SESSION I 
 
8:00 am - 9:30 am  Billing & Coding 
    Debra Lawson, CPC 
 
9:30 am – 10:15 am  Legal Update 
    Robert P. Pristave, PC/James B. Riley, Jr.  
    McGuireWoods of Chicago 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Update on The Nephrology Coverage Advocacy   
    Program 
    Robert Blaser 
    Renal Physicians Association  
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
 
SESSION II 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Medicare Update 
    Linda Upchurch, MBA, MHA 
    NxStage Medical, Inc 



 
9:00 am – 10:15 am  Pain Management (Part I) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
    United Clinical Services 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Pain Management (Part II) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
 
 
SESSION III 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Managing Renal Replacement Therapy in Acute Kidney 

 Injury 
  Paul Palevsky, MD 

 University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm  No Place Like Home!  The Resurgence of Home   
    Hemodialysis 
    Michael Kraus, MD 
  Indiana University School of Medicine 
 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 pm- 3:45 pm  The Role of Parathyroidectomy in Chronic Kidney 

 Disease 
  Colin Weber, MD and Jyotirmay Sharma, MD 
  Emory University School of Medicine  
 
 
SESSION IV 
 
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Poster Session and Reception 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, September 13
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 



SESSION V 

8:00 am – 8:45 am  ACEI/ARB etc. in Prevention of CKD Progression 
    Arlene Chapman, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine 
 
8:45 am – 9:30 am  Nutrition Assessment and Intervention in the  
  Malnourished Dialysis Patient 
  Cathi Martin, RD, CSR, LDN 
 
10:00 am - 10:45 am  Protein-energy Wasting: A Threat to Patients with  
    Chronic Kidney Disease 
    Hal Franch, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine   
 
10:45 am -11:45 am  The Juha P. Kokko Distinguished Lectureship 
    “Insulin Resistance and Protein-Energy Wasting”  

 William E. Mitch, MD, FASN, FAHA
 Gordon A. Cain Professor of Medicine 
 Chief of Nephrology 
 Baylor College of Medicine 

 
12:00 pm   Lunch with the Expert 
    “A Discussion on Protein Energy Wasting” 
    Hal Franch, MD 
    Emory University School of Medicine   
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  The Quality Mandate:  Implications for Practice and  
    Pocketbook 
    Gail Wick, MHSA, BSN, RN, CNN 
 
2:00 pm – 3:00 am   Albumin and the Renal Patient 
  Barbara Hopkins 
  Georgia State University 
 
3: 00 pm – 4:00 pm  Pharmacotherapy of Diabetes & Hypertension in Renal  

Disease 
  Gina Ryan, Pharm.D 
  Mercer University 
 
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm:  Interesting Cases in Acid-Base Disorders   
    Pamela Fall, MD 
    Medical College of Georgia   
 
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Council of Renal Nutrition Membership Meeting  



 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Combined Program Committee and NKF of GA  

Medical Advisory Board Meeting 
 
6:30 pm– 7:30 pm  Wine Tasting 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 14
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
l    Exhibits 
 
 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SESSION 
 
8:30 am - 9:30 am  Intimacy Issues for Dialysis and Transplant Patients 
    Susan M. Hay, Psy.D. 
    Shorter College and Atlanta Psychological Services 
 
9:30 am – 10:15 am  The 2008 Presidential Election and the Future of Health 
    Care in America 
    Phaedra Corso, PhD 
    University of Georgia 
 
10:15 am – 11:00 am  The Physician as Transplant Recipient 
    James W. Reed, MD 
    Morehouse College of Medicine 
 
11:00 am   In Closing 
    Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOCIAL WORKERS PROGRAM  
 
 
Thursday, September 11 
 
3:00 pm    Exhibit setup 
 
4:00 pm   Registration 
 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   Welcome Reception 
 
 
Friday, September 12
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Medicare Update 
    Linda Upchurch, MBA, MHA 
    NxStage Medical, Inc 
 
9:00 am – 10:15 am  Pain Management (Part I) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
    United Clinical Services 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:45 am  Pain Management (Part II) 
    Susan Prather, RN, C, CHPN, MA 
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm  Infection Control: “Battle of the Bugs” 
  Marshall Lyon, MD, MMSc 
  Emory University School of Medicine 
 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Why and How to Use the KDQOL-36
  Dori Schatell, MS 
  Medical Education Institute 
 
6:00– 7:30 pm   Poster Session and Reception 



 
Saturday, September 13
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
8:00 am – 9:30 am  Psychosocial Considerations of the New Dialysis   
    Conditions for Coverage 
    Teri Browne, LSW 
    University of South Carolina 
 
9:30 am -10:00 am  Break 
 
10:00 am – 11:45 am  What’s Mine?  What’s Yours?  Self-Awareness and  

Leadership 
    Marjorie Blum, PhD 
 
11:45 am   Lunch 
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  The Quality Mandate:  Implications for Practice and  
    Pocketbook 
    Gail Wick, MHSA, BSN, RN, CNN 
 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Palliative Care 
    Deanna Richardson, FNP 
    Piedmont Hospital 
 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  GCNSW Meeting 
 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Combined Program Committee and NKF of GA 

Medical Advisory Board Meeting 
 
6:30 pm– 7:30 pm  Wine Tasting 
 
 
Sunday, September 14 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 
    Exhibits 
 
 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SESSIONS 

8:30 am - 9:30 am  Intimacy Issues for Dialysis and Transplant Patients 
    Susan Hay, Psy.D. 
    Shorter College and Atlanta Psychological Services 



 
9:30 am – 10:15 am  The 2008 Presidential Election and the Future of Health 
    Care in America 
    Phaedra Corso, PhD 
    University of Georgia 
 
10:15 am – 11:00 am  The Physician as Transplant Recipient 
    James W. Reed, MD 
    Morehouse College of Medicine 
 
11:00 am   In Closing 
    Randy Hennigar, PhD, MD 
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